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RATIONALE: Many local municipalities do not have the capacity to establish a system for the 

continually tracking and monitoring of local housing inventory. Tracking the expiration dates of existing 

affordable housing developments will assist in long range planning and mitigate the potential loss of 

affordable units to the private market. This data set is an important element for future planning and 

community needs assessments. Much of this data can also be placed into a GIS data base for additional 

mapping purposes to assist in drafting local policy, drafting and updating comprehensive plans and 

zoning. Housing should be top-of-mind during economic development attraction. In that vein, to retain 

and attract a viable workforce – housing must be part of the policies and requirements for large-scale 

employers and other businesses to receive incentives from IDA’s.  

BEST PRACTICE: Development Tracking System - Arlington, VA                                       

https://projects.arlingtonva.us/data-research/development/ 

 

 

 

Arlington has experienced significant growth over the years, while becoming the thriving urban 

community it is today. Growth and development in the County continues in accordance with the 

policies laid out in the Comprehensive Plan, General Land Use Plan and the County’s smart growth 

strategies. 

The County tracks and analyzes commercial and residential development data, produces regular 

reports and maintains historical development data. Development reports highlight activity and trends, 

construction starts, completions, new project approvals and demolitions. 

 Annual Development Highlights — a summary of both residential and commercial 

development activity and comparison to trends of the past 10 years. 

 Quarterly Development Tracking Reports — summarizes both residential and commercial 

development activity. 

 Interactive Development Map — locations of approved, completed development, demolished 

and under construction buildings, and more. 

 Major Corridors Development — trends in Arlington’s primary corridors: Columbia Pike, 
Rosslyn-Ballston and Jefferson Davis. 

Recommendation 3 

Housing Inventory and Tracking System 
Conduct a bi-annual update of the existing affordable housing inventory - utilizing the existing 

housing inventory database.  Establish a permanent tracking and monitoring system of all 

housing developments over 10 units. Share with economic development entities and Industrial 

Development Agencies to ensure housing and wages are in alignment. 

Note: Both tracking system must include details such as the percentage of affordable units, funding 

sources, term of affordability, contract expiration dates, income levels served, and bedroom count. 
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ACTION STEPS: 

1. Identify local participants from economic development agencies to work alongside housing 

developers and housing agencies to ensure wages and housing costs are in sync. 

2. Establish a quarterly meeting to facilitate the flow of development information 

3. Create an internal system to track projects and linkages between wages and housing 

4. Celebrate success with annual development highlights 

Examples from Arlington Development: Quarterly Tracking Reports 
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Examples from Arlington Development: Annual Highlights 
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