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Recommendation 8

Neighborhood Revitalization Opportunities
Utilize the Affordable Housing Needs Assessment data in addition to existing web-based systems

to explore the specific needs of individual neighborhoods and establish a data rich system to

analyze community conditions

RATIONALE: There is very limited capacity at the municipal level and within individual community
based organizations to conduct the level of data collection and analysis required to make informed
data-driven decisions that result in the creation of policy and programs.

BEST PRACTICE: OPPORTUNITY ATLAS

The Center on Urban Poverty and Community Development at Case Western Reserve University
helped develop a new tool to track housing shifts and economic mobility in the city of Cleveland.

The Poverty Center partnered with Cleveland Neighborhood Progress to create the Progress Index
as a way to help residents—as well as community development and service organizations—better
understand their neighborhoods.

“The idea is to position programs and investments to have the greatest impact”

“Equipped with trend data, communities can engage in well-informed conversations and chart a
realistic course of action.”

Data in the Progress Index supports two key progress metrics: property and income data.

Users can evaluate how individual neighborhoods progress over time by monitoring population,
safety, stabilization, community, health, education, workforce and economy.

The Progress Index will track and monitor neighborhood statistics, with updates expected each year.
Harnessing Big Data for Social Good
The Poverty Center already maintains two integrated data systems for its research.

e NEO CANDO (Northeast Ohio Community and Neighborhood Data for Organizing) system is
a free and publicly accessible system that integrates social and economic data from the
census and local agencies.

e CHILD (Childhood Integrated Longitudinal Data)is a secure, private system of linked
administrative records on children in Cuyahoga County born after 1992.
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BEST PRACTICE: Progress Index

The Progress Index (www.progressindexcle.org) is a neighborhood data tool developed by Cleveland
Neighborhood Progress and the Center on Urban Poverty and Community Development at Case
Western Reserve University. The goal of the tool is to equip community development practitioners with
housing and economic mobility data so that they may better understand neighborhood dynamics,
monitor trends, develop solutions, and use data to measure organizational and/or programmatic
outcomes. Progress Index data are made available at the following four levels:

e Cuyahoga County,

e City of Cleveland,

e Statistical Planning Areas (neighborhood SPAs),

e Community development corporation service area

Data are categorized as either Progress Metrics or Progress Drivers. Progress Metrics are the high-level
indicators that provide users with a snapshot of housing and income trends in the neighborhood. This
helps us understand trends in the median sales price of homes or trends in rental costs for non-home
buying markets, as well as any change in residents’ income or poverty-levels.

However, these high-level indicators only scratch the surface of neighborhood dynamics and may not
capture all of the factors that influence housing or economic mobility. Thus, the Progress Drivers seek
to further illustrate the many factors driving neighborhood vitality and success. This includes:
population trends and diversity, safety, housing, stability, community perception and well-being,
health, educational attainment, workforce participation, and local economy. These numbers affect
both the sale price of homes and people’s decisions to purchase them, and help us better understand
the experiences of those living in Cleveland neighborhoods.

Nina Holzer, Manager of CDC Advancement; Cleveland Neighborhood Progress;
nholzer@clevelandnp.org

ACTION STEPS:
1. Develop a system to analyze and identify high opportunity neighborhoods.

Identify and support local resources within the neighborhood

Establish a set of measurable outcomes

Build public-private-partnerships to create programs to improve outcomes
Develop a long-term tracking system

Monitor and adjust programs based on outcomes
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Establish a Task Force from within existing housing commissions and coalitions to focus on
collaborating on the goal of economic mobility of residents into high opportunity
communities

8. Take steps in the member selection process for the creation of the Task Force to ensure
adequate representation of communities, consumers, and clients

9. Fund a study within high performing schools on the impact of affordable housing on
enrollment
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