Archived File - May Not Be ADA Compliant

COMMUNITY OUTREACH AND ENGAGEMENT

Equally as important was Pattern’s outreach to community stakeholders. With the County’s
assistance, this Assessment was designed to reach a wide and diverse population. As a result, this
Assessment contains information (statistical and anecdotal) obtained from various populations,
including the homeless, single-wage-earning renters, first-time homebuyers, both young and
elderly homeowners, persons with disabilities, and the LGBTQ community.

Pattern participated in two county-facilitated community engagement sessions: one in the City
of Mount Vernon and one in the Village of Ossining. Pattern directly facilitated a series of other
outreach and engagement sessions with housing agencies and advocates, service providers,
public housing authorities, and non-profit and community based organizations that assist low-
and moderate-income households. The community based organizations working in Westchester
represent a wealth and depth of knowledge, experience and passion toward the goal of providing
leadership that facilitates the creation and preservation of affordable housing. The grassroots
collection process assisted and informed the analysis of existing conditions, current and historical
data, and trends. The engagement process also provided an understanding of the housing crisis
from the perspective of residents and community based organizations that assist them. Among
those consulted were the following organizations:

e Westchester County Board of Legislators’ Families Task Force
e Westchester County Housing Opportunity Commission

e Westchester Not for Profit Housing Coalition

e WIHD — Parent meeting

e Public Housing Authorities

e Municipalities

e Developers

Pattern developed the following list of questions to facilitate the conversation with these groups:
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1. Overall, what do you see as the barriers to constructing affordable housing?

2. What barriers do you see making it difficult for low- and middle-income residents to find
housing they can afford?

3. What trends do you see in the types of people looking for affordable rental housing and
homes to be purchased?

4. In addition to the high cost of housing — what do you see as the biggest expenses bur-
dening low-income households?

5. Where do applicants for affordable rental housing want to live, and what factors are
most important?

6. What factors are renters and homeowners looking at (e.g. school district, transporta-
tion, proximity to jobs) when searching for affordable housing?

7. Are there any communities that have a mismatch between the supply and demand of
affordable housing?

8. s anything getting better with accessing housing or the development of housing?

9. What has been solved in developing affordable housing and what Best Practices have
you used or would like to see incorporated as a recommendation to the county housing
assessment?

10. Has the housing settlement changed anything in your organizations experience when
dealing with affordable housing?
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A host of issues and concerns were identified during this outreach. The list of comments is
provided in Appendix G, but the responses can be summarized in a few short statements:

1. There is a shortage of affordable housing — especially for extremely low/very low income
renters, people with disabilities, seniors, large families and the homeless; and families
and individuals that face intellectual and developmental disabilities who need specialized
housing with services are not being served

2. Housing conditions are substandard, overcrowding exists, and unscrupulous landlords are
operating in many neighborhoods simply unchecked

3. Development costs are extremely high — land, construction, material, taxes and
insufficient subsidies and grants; and the influence of the NYC market is pushing prices
higher, subsequently displacement is an issue

4. Infrastructure is crumbling or non-existent in many areas where needs are high

The benefits and positive influence of affordable housing on a community is overlooked
by fear of home value decline, impact on local budgets, services, and school enroliment

6. Homeownership options are limited for first time buyers
7. Lack of education and supportive services for those facing eviction and foreclosure

The results of the community engagement and outreach speak to the need for collaborative
solutions that must encompass public private partnerships to preserve and develop affordable
housing options throughout the county.
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