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HOUSING THE HOMELESS

Homelessness has been on the rise over the last few years as evidenced by the data in the tables below.
In Westchester County, the total number of homeless families peaked in 2013 with 423 and the lowest
level wasin 2010 and 2011 with 276. Since the peak in 2013, the number of homeless families declined
for a few years and has been increasing ever since 2015. The county DSS reports the number of
homeless singles has steadily declined over the past 10 years with a slight increase in 2013 and 2014.
Overall, the number of homeless singles has declined by 32.4% since 2007. However, over the last 4
years, homeless singles has been hovering around 235. The number of Drop-Ins has remained the same
from 2007 through 2013 with a drastic jump in 2014. Since 2014, the number has been steadily
increasing to the current high of 241.

Table 52 - Homeless Population-County

# change |% change

2007 (2008 | 2009 | 2010 | 2011 | 2012 | 2013 | 2014 | 2015 |2016|2017| 2018 2007-18 | 2007-18

Families| 326 | 358 | 305 | 276 | 276 | 357 | 423 | 397 | 348 | 358 | 360 | 371 55 13.8%

Singles| 346 | 362 | 354 | 281 | 299 | 293 | 322 | 308 | 237 | 228|233 | 234 -112 -32.4%

'::zh'e: 100 | 100 | 100 | 100 | 100 | 100 | 100 | 149 | 167 | 176 | 186 | 241 99 141%
Total| 772 | 820 | 759 | 657 | 675 | 750 | 845 | 854 | 752 | 762 | 779 | 846 | 74 9.6%

Table was created with numbers reported by DSS

Almost 94% of the County’s homeless families were from the five largest cities (Mount Vernon, New
Rochelle, Peekskill, White Plains and Yonkers.
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Graph 1 - Homeless Population-County

The following tables, produced by the Westchester County Department of Social Services, provide
details for Family and Single Shelters as of February 12, 2019.

Westchester County Homeless: DSS Reported
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Table 53 - Westchester County Family Shelters

. . Unavailable Available Placements
Shelter Name & Location Contracted | Capacity Rooms ** Rooms 2/12/2019
Coachman Family Center-WP 100 100 7 0 93
West HELP
Mt Vernon 46 46 1 0 45
Providence House
New Rochelle 10 10 0 0 9
The Vernon Plaza 34 34 0 0 34
i EF.IAP 229 221 12 6 203
Scattered Sites
Total 419 411 20 6 384
Vacancy Rate 7%

Table was created by numbers reported by DSS
**Break-in stay/Turnover/Offline for repairs/pending evictions
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Table 54 - Westchester County Single Shelters

Capacity Placements Drop-ins
2/12/2019 2/11/2019
Grasslands Homeless Shelter Valhalla* 149 140 -
Jan Peek House Peekskill 19 18 25
Open Arms White Plains 38 32 14
Samaritan House White Plains 17 17 3
TSC: 1 Hudson Drop-in Yonkers - - 76
TSC: Manor House Yonkers - - 30
Total EHU Scattered Sites: 32 26 -
The New Windham (6) 4 -
Travers House (14) 12 -
YWCA White Plains (12) 10 -
Oasis - - 65
YWCA Yonkers - - 36
Code Blue Day - - Yes
Total 255 233 269
Vacancy Rate 9%
Overall Vacancy 6%

Source: Westchester County DSS

Westchester County participates in a federal program through the US Department of Housing and
Urban Renewal (HUD) called the Continuum of Care (CoC). There are a number of programs and
initiatives that are offered through community based organizations that participate in the CoC.

“The CoC Program is designed to assist individuals (including unaccompanied youth) and
families experiencing homelessness and to provide the services needed to help such
individuals move into transitional and permanent housing, with the goal of long-term

stability. More broadly, the CoC Program is designed to promote community-wide planning
and strategic use of resources to address homelessness; improve coordination and

integration with mainstream resources and other programs targeted to people experiencing

homelessness; improve data collection and performance measurement; and allow each
community to tailor its programs to the particular strengths and challenges in assisting
homeless individuals and families within that community”.
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According to HUD, “Continuum of Care (CoC) Homeless Assistance Programs Homeless Populations
and Subpopulations Reports provide counts for sheltered and unsheltered homeless persons by
household type and subpopulation, available at the national and state level, and for each CoC. The
reports are based on Point-in-Time (PIT) information provided to HUD by CoCs in the application for
CoC Homeless Assistance Programs. The PIT Count provides a count of sheltered and unsheltered
homeless persons on a single night during the last ten days in January”.

The following data was collected from the HUD Exchange database. The table provides the PIT count
for households and persons for the last 10 years. The number of homeless households and homeless
persons peaked in 2014, at 1,256 and 2,138, respectfully. Although the 2018 PIT count shows a decline
in the number of homeless households since 2014, the number of homeless persons declined slightly
after the peak and appears to be trending up, which matches the figures supplied by the local DSS.

Table 55 - Westchester County Sheltered and Unsheltered Households and Persons

Households | 2009 | 2010 | 2011 | 2012 | 2013 | 2014 | 2015 | 2016 | 2017 | 2018

Sheltered | 718 663 929 |1,045 | 1,126 | 1,236 | 1,068 | 973 995 957

Unsheltered | 166 34 42 38 21 20 27 32 47 43

Total | 884 697 971 | 1,083 | 1,147 | 1,256 | 1,095 | 1,005 | 1,042 | 1,000
. __________________________________________________

Persons | 2009 | 2010 | 2011 | 2012 | 2013 | 2014 | 2015 | 2016 | 2017 | 2018

Sheltered | 1,365 | 1,305 | 1,495 | 1,703 | 2,032 | 2,116 | 1,770 | 1,716 | 1,785 | 1,783

Unsheltered | 166 34 42 38 22 20 27 34 47 44

Total | 1,531 | 1,339 | 1,537 | 1,741 | 2,054 | 2,136 | 1,797 | 1,750 | 1,832 | 1,827

Source: HUD

Westchester County Affordable Housing Needs Assessment Page 96 of 160



Archived File - May Not Be ADA Compliant

The following table provides the number of homeless caseloads by community of origin. The cities of
Mt. Vernon, New Rochelle, Peekskill, White Plains and Yonkers account for the vast majority of the
homeless population. In fact, 93.8% of the family cases and 83.8% of the single cases are from one of
those five cities.

Table 56 - Number of Homeless Caseloads - Families, Children and Singles by Community of Origin

Families Singles
Cases | Adults Children School Aged Children | Cases | Adults

Bedford 1 1 1 1 0 0
Bronxville 0 0 0 0 1 1
Croton 1 1 2 1 1 1
Eastchester 0 0 0 0 2 2
Elmsford 1 1 1 0 1 1
Greenburgh 0 0 0 0 2 2
Harrison 2 2 4 4 1 1
Hartsdale 1 1 1 1 0 0
Hawthorne 0 0 0 0 1 1
Mamaroneck 0 0 0 0 2 2
Mount Vernon | 143 178 268 179 52 54
Mt. Kisco 0 0 0 0 1 1
New Rochelle 13 15 23 11 6 6
North Salem 0 0 0 0 1 1
Ossining 5 6 12 4 5 5
Peekskill 16 22 32 20 30 33
Pelham 0 0 0 0 1 1
Port Chester 3 4 6 4 4 4
Sleepy Hollow 1 1 4 3 0 0
Somers 0 0 0 0 1 1
Tuckahoe 1 1 1 0 0 0
Valhalla 0 0 0 0 3 4
Verplank 1 1 1 1 0 0
White Plains 17 19 39 24 41 41
Yonkers | 159 185 312 219 67 68
Yorktown 0 0 0 0 5 5

Total Westchester County \ 365 ’ 438 ’ 707 472 ] 228 \ 235
Putnam County 0 0 0 0 1 1
Suffolk County 0 0 0 0 1 1
Sullivan County 1 1 1 1 0 0
New York City 4 4 7 3 1 1

Other States

Nevada 0 0 0 0 1 1
New Jersey 0 0 0 0 2 2
Texas 1 1 1 1 0 0

Grand Total ‘ 371 444 716 477 234 241

Source: Westchester County DSS - as of January 31, 2019
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In response to the overwhelming needs of the homeless population, the Westchester County CoC
Consortium has been applying for and successfully receiving an annual allocation for a number of

programs. The 2018 CoC allocations are detailed in the table below.

Table 57 - Westchester 2018 CoC Allocations by Applicant Name

Applicant Name

Project Name

Leasing

Rental
Assistance

Supportive
Services

Operating
Costs

Admin Total

Westchester
County
Department of
Social Services

Life Bridges

$48,447

S0

S0

S0

$1,052 $49,499

City of Mount
Vernon

Shallow Rent

$280,068

S0

$79,345

$1,787

$23,014 | $384,214

Westchester
County
Department of
Social Services

Homestead

$275,588

S0

$133,708

$30,796

$28,339 $468,431

Greyston Health
Services, Inc.

Issan House

S0

S0

$144,867

$117,199

$17,401 $279,467

Westchester
County
Department of
Community
Mental Health

DCMH RAP

S0

$7,577,580

$245,422

S0

$507,132 | $8,330,134

The Municipal
Housing
Authority for the
City of Yonkers

Yonkers RA

$0

$547,416

$0

$0

$35,235 $582,651

Westchester
County
Department of
Social Services

The Refuge

$83,200

S0

$16,800

$0

$7,001 $107,001

City of Mount
Vernon

CMV RA 06

S0

$193,032

$77,200

S0

$17,689 $287,921

City of Mount
Vernon

CMV RA 07

S0

$93,492

S0

S0

$4,726 $98,218

The Municipal
Housing
Authority for the
City of Yonkers

Westhab RA
SRO

S0

$43,056

S0

S0

$2,678 $45,734

Westchester
County
Department of
Community
Mental Health

DCMH
Samaritan
Initiative

S0

$165,660

S0

S0

$10,660 $176,320

City of Mount
Vernon

CMV RA 05

S0

$218,556

S0

S0

$14,109 | $232,665

HOPE
Community
Services, Inc.

CNR
Rehousing
Initiative

$213,299

S0

$51,066

$0

$16,788 $281,153
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Applicant Name Project Name Leasing Asiggilce s‘;gf‘zzzze Opgt:gtt;ng Admin Total
Westchester County
Department of|  First Steps $646,519 SO $104,247 ] $47,347 $798,113
Social Services
Westchester County
Department of |Stepping Stones| $66,000 SO $149,458 | $92,874 $21,583 $329,915
Social Services
The Municipal
Housing Authority
for the City of HIV RA S0 $67,248 S0 S0 $4,341 $71,589
Yonkers
City of Mount
Vernon CMV RA Vets S0 $50,436 SO S0 $3,256 $53,692
Westchester County
Department off DCMH Vet
Community Mental Home 03 >0 586,112 >0 >0 25,352 391,464
Health
Westchester County
Department of| DCMH Leasing
Community Mental Project $128,770 SO $20,675 $4,998 $9,734 $164,177
Health
The Municipal
Housing Authority| Rapid Road -
for the City of Housing S0 $234,180 | $110,429 SO $22,959 $367,568
Yonkers
Westchester County
Department of| Turning Point | $1,958,523 SO $657,248 | $148,878 | $176,554 |$2,941,203
Social Services
Westchester County
Dept. of Social| New Start S0 $471,252 | $283,129 S0 $54,208 $808,589
Services
Westchester County| Westchester
Department of| Coordinated S0 S0 $136,819 S0 S0 $136,819
Social Services Entry
The Municipal Housing
Housing Authority| Independence
for the City of Through S0 $242,688 | $246,012 S0 $32,307 $521,007
Yonkers| Employment

NOTE: The monitoring system, known as HMIS, is administered through the County DSS and received $260,000 in
FY2018. The CoC data has been taken directly from the HUD Exchange

The total number of units provided through the CoC programs described above are as follows:

540 Total
Units

]
I T 1 T 1
Studios 1BR 2 BR 3BR 4 BR
11 50 352 70 57
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Westchester County Student Homeless: (NYS TEACHS)

Overall, the student homeless population has more than doubled over the past 10 years with an
increase of 105.3%, or 1,416 students. The three districts with the highest percentage increase are
Tarrytown, Peekskill and Mount Vernon with increases of 629%, 356% and 208% respectively. The
Tarrytown district increased from 34 homeless students in 2007 to 248 in 2017. The Mount Vernon
City School District had the largest number increase over the last 10 years with 599 more homeless
students in 2017 than in 2007. These three districts show the highest number of homeless students in
2017 among all districts in the county.

In the last ten years, there were three significant increases in the total number of homeless students.

e 2009-10 school year -an increase of 248 students, or 15.7% from 2008-09 school year
e 2011-12 school year-an increase of 363 students, or 19.1% from 2010-2011 school year
e 2012-13 school year-an increase of 384 students, or 17% from 2011-2012 school year

Since the 2012 school year, the homeless student population has leveled out, although the 2017 school
year is the highest on record.

Conversely, a few districts showed a decline over the years, including Chappaqua, Greenburgh and
Mamaroneck. The most notable drop occurred in the Mamaroneck Union Free district, which declined
significantly from 124 in 2007 to 55 in 2017, a 55.6% drop. Even more notable, Mamaroneck peaked
at 176 in the 2012 school year and has witnessed a 68.7% since then. The Yonkers City School District
shows an increase of 87% over the past 10 years, although it should be noted that this district has
declined by 35.2% since its peak in 2012.

It is important to note the exact number of homeless students is not reported if there are less than

a_n
S

five in any given school year, which is designated with an in the table. As a result, the total number
and individual changes within some of the districts cannot be thoroughly analyzed. The data shows
this is typical for the less urban districts and those located in the more northern areas of the county.
However, there still may be significant changes in the numbers and trends. For example, the Hendrick
Hudson Central increased from fewer than five students each year between 2007 through 2010 and
then saw an increase from six homeless students in the 2011-2012 school year to 18 by the 2017-2018

school year.
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Table 58 - Westchester County Student Homeless Population by School District

2007- |2008- |2009- |2010- (2011- |2012- |2013- (2014- |2015- |2016- [2017-
2008 | 2009 | 2010 | 2011 | 2012 | 2013 | 2014 | 2015 2016 | 2017 | 2018
Abbot Union Free| 0 0 0 0 0 NR | NR | NR | NR | NR | NR

Ardsley Union Free| S 0 0 0 S 6 7 S 9 9 16
Bedford Central | 13 17 20 15 S 20 12 12 20 39 19

Blind Brook-Rye Union Free| O 0 0 0 0 0 0
0
0
0

0 0 0 0
Briarcliff Manor Union Free| S S S 0 0 0 0 0 S 0
Bronxville Union Free| 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Byram Hills Central| 0 0 0 0 0 6 S S S S
Chappaqua Central | 26 27 17 15 24 17 19 9 18 18 19
Charter School of Educational S S 0 S 7 6 NR | NR S S S
Excellence
Croton-Harmon Union Free| 0 S S 0 S S 0 0 S S 0
Dobbs Ferry Union Free| S 5 S S 5 S S S S 6 S
Eastchester Union Free| S S 5 5 0 0 S S S S S
Edgemont Union Free| O 0 0 0 S S 0 0 0 0 0
Elmsford Union Free| O 0 16 11 17 24 9 32 30 25 20
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Greenburgh Central

Greenburgh Eleven Union Free| 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 S 0 0 0
Greenburgh-Graham Union Free| 0 0 S 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Greenburgh-Nort.h Castle 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Union Free
Harrison Central| S 0 0 0 0 0 S S S 12 14
Hastings on Hudson Union Free| 5 S S 5 S 5 S S S 0 0
Hawthorne-Ced:—Tr Knolls 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Union Free
Hendrick Hudson Central | S 0 0 S 6 14 9 7 12 12 18
Irvington Union Free| O 0 7 S S 9 11 8 6 8 S
Katonah-Lewisboro Union Free| 8 5 0 0 S 0 0 0 S S S
Lakeland Central| S S 42 49 36 39 34 20 14 8 24

Mamaroneck Union Free | 124 | 140 | 168 | 165 | 170 | 176 | 167 | 109 | 99 63 55
Mount Pleasant Central| 0 0 S 31 51 57 0 27 0 0 0
Mount Pleasant-Blythedale
Union Free
Mount Pleasant-Cottage
Union Free
Mount Vernon City | 288 | 431 | 291 | 280 | 317 | 490 | 571 | 863 | 888 | 933 | 887
New Rochelle City | 93 97 124 | 121 | 115 | 124 | 137 | 122 | 116 | 121 | 122

North Salem Central| 0 0 S S S S S S S S S
Ossining Union Free | 54 68 | 114 | 81 86 81 67 78 72 61 60
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2007- |2008- |2009- |2010- |2011- [2012- |2013- (2014- |2015- |2016- |2017-
2008 (2009 | 2010 (2011 (2012 | 2013 | 2014 | 2015 | 2016 | 2017 | 2018
Peekskill City | 95 69 | 137 | 212 | 273 | 264 | 282 | 261 | 380 | 390 | 433

Pelham Union Free| 0 0 S 6 S S 6 8 6 S 6
Pleasantville Union Free
Pocantico Hills Central
Port Chester-Rye Union Free| 150 | 162 | 181 | 88 98 | 114 | 125 | 137 | 146 | 131 | 136
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Rye City| O 0 S S S S 0 0 0 S S

Rye Neck Union Free| 0 S S 0 S S S 13 7 5 7
Scarsdale Union Free| O 6 8 8 5 5 S S S S S
Somers Central| S 0 0 0 0 0 0 S 0 S 0
Tuckahoe Union Free| O S 5 S S S 0 S 0 S S

Union Free of the Tarrytowns | 34 67 | 114 | 136 | 161 | 225 | 250 | 260 | 267 | 239 | 248
Valhalla Union Free| S 7 6 S 5 8 13 8 9 5 11
White Plains City| 193 | 169 | 216 | 222 | 237 | 237 | 223 | 215 | 198 | 197 | 230
Yonkers City | 217 | 219 | 287 | 372 | 586 | 658 | 581 | 404 | 343 | 323 | 406
Yorktown Central| 0 0 S 9 S S S S 0 0 S

Totals 1,345 (1,570 |1,818 |1,897 |2,260 | 2,644 2,631 2,644 2,687 |2,660 2,761

Source: www.nysteachs.org/resources/data-on-student-homelessness-nys/

S = suppressed (1-4 students identified as homeless) NR = not reported

These data series contain the number of students who experienced homelessness at any point in the indicated school year. The data was
collected by the New York State Education Department in the Student Information Repository System (SIRS) and reflect students enrolled
in New York State School Districts. A student should be designated homeless if he/she lacks a fixed, adequate and regular nighttime
residence. 42 U.S.C. § 11434a(2)(A). If any one of the three criteria are missing, the student is protected under McKinney-Vento.

Graph 2 - Westchester County Student Homeless Population by School District

Westchester County Homeless Students
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The graph above shows that the DSS statistics coupled with the homeless statistics provided by

NYSTeachs show a growing need for housing and services for these vulnerable populations. Property

owners are able to charge higher monthly rents than the Fair Market Rents HUD pays. Additionally,
there are very few large apartments (3BR and 4BR) available. These challenges are being faced
everyday by the homeless population and the agencies assisting them.
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