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HOUSING FOR PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES 

Individuals with disabilities often require additional housing specifications or modifications to 

accommodate their disability. Due to these additional housing requirements, it can be exceedingly 

difficult for those with disabilities to find suitable housing, especially if they are low-income and/or 

looking for rental housing. Furthermore, providing housing that addresses the needs of individuals with 

disabilities can be difficult as the term “disability” encompasses a broad spectrum of disability types 
and socioeconomic situations that generate a correspondingly large variety of unique housing needs. 

Despite the broad-brush nature of the term, identifying areas in the county where there are high 

concentrations of people with disabilities is an important component to understand their housing 

needs. Identifying where the need is greatest can inform decisions about where to prioritize efforts 

going forward. 

Countywide, approximately 9% of the population has at least one type of disability according to the 

2017 American Community Survey. A closer look at the countywide numbers reveals that disabilities 

are more prevalent among older age groups. For example, just 3% of the county population aged 5 to 

17 has a disability whereas 18% of aged 65 to 74 has a disability. This is an expected phenomenon, as 

the disabilities counted in the data include impairments associated with aging such as difficulties with 

vision, hearing, and self-care. Among the younger age cohorts, a cognitive disability is the most 

common type of disability. An estimated 2.2% of the county population under the age of 18 has a 

cognitive disability.  The combined population of persons with disabilities in the cities of Peekskill, 

Yonkers and Mount Vernon account for 42% of the County’s population with a disability. 

Table 48 - Persons with Disabilities-County 

 

Disability Type 

Under 18 

18 -64 
64 and 

older 

Total Population 

with Disability 

Type (All Ages) 

Percent of 

County 

Population 

With Disability 

Type (All Ages) 
Under 

5 
5 -17 

Hearing 247 668 7,322 16,305 24,542 2.5% 

Vision 243 1,002 6,671 7,521 15,437 1.6% 

Cognitive 3,625 15,369 11,395 30,389 3.1% 

Ambulatory 574 16,893 29,896 47,363 4.9% 

Self-Care 1,169 6,759 12,100 20,028 2.1% 

Independent Living N/A 12,684 20,963 33,647 3.4% 

     Source: U.S Census Bureau – American Community Survey 2017 
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Yonkers has the highest total number of individuals with disabilities by a large margin to with an estimate 

of 22,521, which is more than three times the next closest municipality. This is partially explained by the 

overall size of Yonkers. With a population of 200,111, it is the largest municipality in the county. However, 

even after normalizing for total population, Yonkers still ranks among the top in terms of percentage of 

municipal population with a disability. Three of the top five municipalities with the highest percentage of 

municipal population with a disability are cities: Peekskill (13.3%), Yonkers (11.3%), and Mount Vernon 

(11.3%). These three cities account for 42% of the county population with a disability.  

Table 49 - Persons with Disabilities-Cities 

 

 

All Ages < 5 5-17 18-34 35-64 65-74 75+ 

# % # % # % # % # % # % # % 

Mount Vernon 7,693 11% 0 0% 355 4% 670 4% 3,121 12% 1,411 25% 2,136 51% 

New Rochelle 7,802 10% 14 0% 459 4% 990 5% 2,633 8% 1,110 18% 2,596 43% 

Peekskill 3,194 13% 0 0% 175 5% 194 4% 1,403 14% 626 28% 796 54% 

Rye 1,366 9% 0 0% 194 5% 32 2% 329 5% 118 12% 693 50% 

White Plains 5,291 9% 76 2% 317 4% 419 3% 1,917 8% 666 16% 1,896 42% 

Yonkers 22,521 11% 92 1% 1,336 4% 2,034 4% 7,810 10% 3,843 21% 7,406 52% 

Westchester 

County 
88,966 9% 337 1% 5,520 3% 8,675 4% 29,336 7% 14,355 18% 30,743 45% 

Source: U.S Census Bureau - American Community Survey 2017 

 

In Westchester County, the prevalence of an individual with a disability is higher in lower income 

households. According to date from the Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD), there is 

an individual with a disability in an estimated 29,520 households earning less than 50% of HAMFI. This 

means that approximately 29% of severely cost-burdened households have an individual with a disability. 

By comparison, on the other end of the income spectrum, only 14% of households earning more than 80% 

of HAMFI have an individual with a disability. Among all households with an individual with a disability, 

nearly half of them (45%) are earning less than 50% of HAMFI.  

There are a number of factors that may explain the correlation between the presence of a person with a 

disability and a low-income household. Some disabilities affect the ability to secure a high paying job. In 

some cases, other income earners in the household take on the role of caretaker and are forced to quit 

their job or work less, which reduces household income. Additionally, as mentioned above, some of the 

disabilities, such as hearing loss and poor vision, are associated with the elderly population, a population 

that generally earns less than other age groups as many are on fixed incomes. Regardless of the cause, the 
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prevalence of individuals with disabilities in low-income households highlights the need for special 

consideration for the housing requirements of this vulnerable population in the county. 

Table 50 - Persons with Disabilities-Towns 

 

 All Ages < 5 5-17 18-34 35-64 65-74 75+ 

 # % # % # % # % 3 % 3 % 3 % 

Bedford 1,076 7% 0 0% 94 3% 173 6% 268 4% 243 16% 298 30% 

Cortlandt 3,427 11% 14 1% 290 5% 435 7% 1,129 8% 591 20% 968 39% 

Eastchester 1,660 8% 0 0% 57 2% 116 3% 362 4% 305 16% 820 41% 

Greenburgh 3,238 7% 0 0% 205 3% 239 3% 911 5% 676 14% 1,207 35% 

Harrison 2,400 9% 51 4% 165 4% 619 8% 529 5% 331 18% 705 34% 

Lewisboro 804 6% 0 0% 64 3% 67 4% 248 4% 136 10% 289 36% 

Mamaroneck 862 7% 0 0% 69 3% 24 1% 232 4% 99 11% 438 51% 

Mount 

Pleasant 
2,016 7% 8 1% 73 2% 138 2% 739 7% 466 20% 592 36% 

New Castle 994 6% 0 0% 158 4% 120 5% 250 3% 82 6% 384 38% 

North Castle 707 6% 0 0% 146 5% 78 5% 198 3% 99 10% 186 29% 

North Salem 294 6% 18 13% 19 2% 26 4% 47 2% 21 4% 163 50% 

Ossining 469 9% 0 0% 22 4% 33 5% 106 5% 66 12% 242 38% 

Pound Ridge 372 7% 0 0% 34 4% 78 15% 96 4% 64 8% 100 28% 

Somers 2,158 10% 0 0% 129 3% 157 6% 542 6% 330 13% 1,000 37% 

Yorktown 3,499 10% 0 0% 156 3% 316 5% 1,044 7% 612 18% 1,371 43% 

Westchester 

County  
88,966 9% 337 1% 5,520 3% 8,675 4% 29,336 7% 14,355 18% 30,743 45% 

Source: U.S Census Bureau - American Community Survey 2017 

Note: For towns that contain a village, the data below refers to the unincorporated areas of these 

towns. This is the area within a town, but outside of any villages. 
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Table 51 - Persons with Disabilities-Villages 

 

 All Ages < 5 5-17 18-34 35-64 65-74 75+ 

 # % # % # % # % # % # % # % 

Ardsley 497 11% 0 0% 12 1% 115 19% 102 5% 63 13% 205 45% 

Briarcliff 

Manor 
583 8% 0 0% 0 0% 38 3% 108 3% 48 7% 389 53% 

Bronxville 422 7% 0 0% 45 3% 79 9% 57 2% 9 2% 232 53% 

Buchanan 260 12% 0 0% 29 8% 51 12% 82 8% 18 12% 80 61% 

Croton-on-

Hudson 
544 7% 0 0% 44 3% 132 11% 114 3% 99 14% 155 38% 

Dobbs Ferry 777 7% 0 0% 38 3% 157 6% 237 5% 81 11% 264 43% 

Elmsford 435 9% 0 0% 28 4% 54 4% 189 10% 43 18% 121 38% 

Hastings-on-

Hudson 
529 7% 0 0% 12 1% 30 3% 146 4% 40 6% 301 47% 

Irvington 405 6% 0 0% 18 1% 86 10% 48 2% 71 12% 182 47% 

Larchmont 178 3% 0 0% 0 0% 1 0% 21 1% 0 0% 156 46% 

Mamaroneck 1,366 7% 7 1% 60 2% 90 2% 503 6% 122 8% 584 46% 

Mount Kisco 919 8% 0 0% 36 2% 26 1% 390 8% 160 21% 307 42% 

Ossining 1,960 8% 0 0% 156 4% 116 2% 717 7% 354 24% 617 49% 

Pelham 370 5% 0 0% 42 3% 21 2% 103 3% 52 10% 152 34% 

Pelham 

Manor 
218 4% 7 2% 26 2% 13 2% 54 2% 28 7% 90 23% 

Pleasantville 471 7% 0 0% 0 0% 59 5% 201 7% 45 8% 166 35% 

Port Chester 2,790 10% 29 2% 245 5% 358 5% 1,076 9% 393 24% 689 46% 

Rye Brook 754 8% 0 0% 18 1% 16 1% 164 4% 152 16% 404 48% 

Scarsdale 950 5% 21 2% 98 2% 84 6% 207 3% 167 12% 373 32% 

Sleepy Hollow 1,128 11% 0 0% 62 4% 48 2% 435 11% 245 32% 338 42% 

Tarrytown 935 8% 0 0% 34 2% 124 5% 261 5% 125 15% 391 47% 

Tuckahoe 632 10% 0 0% 0 0% 19 1% 207 7% 145 25% 261 52% 

Westchester 

County  
88,966 9% 337 1% 5,520 3% 8,675 4% 29,336 7% 14,355 18% 30,743 45% 

Source: U.S Census Bureau - American Community Survey 2017 
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