
Fact Sheet: ESG-CV Short Term Rental Assistance 

In an effort to meet the needs of very low income households in the 27 municipalities of the 

Westchester Urban County Consortium (defined below), whose place of employment will take 

longer to come back on-line after COVID-19, the County Planning Department is offering a Short 

Term Rental Assistance program to help these households to pay their rent for up to 12 

months. 

Eligibility: The program is intended for households who earn at or below 50%* of the 

Westchester County Area Median Income (AMI) as defined by the U.S. Department of Housing 

and Urban Development (HUD) and adjusted for household size. Households must have a lease 

with an unrelated landlord and may not be residents of a public housing building. Households 

with Section 8 Housing Choice Vouchers are also not eligible. Household must also reside in one 

of the 27 member municipalities of the Westchester Urban County Consortium (listed below). 

*limited funding will be available to assist several households within AMIs below 30% of the

County AMI.

Use of funds cannot be duplicated by any other financial assistance the household may be 

eligible for. Only applicants who can demonstrate that they were laid off as a result of COVID-

19 and were employed in an industry or component of work that is part of Phase 4 of the Mid-

Hudson Regional Opening or their former place of employment is no longer in business would 

be eligible to apply and households must be able to demonstrate that they will be able to pay 

their rent within the 12 months and will no longer need the County’s assistance.  

Available Assistance: The County is making $1.9 M of Emergency Solutions Grant – 

COVID/CARES Act (“ESG-CV”) funding available for households to apply for.  It is expected that 

approximately 100 households will be assisted with this program, based on the original amount 

of funding. If additional funds are allocated to the Consortium, the number of households to be 

assisted will also increase. 

Use of Funds: Funds may be used for the payment of monthly rent directly to a landlord or 

management company in accordance with a signed lease. Households will be responsible for 

paying 30% of their gross household income toward their housing costs (rent plus utilities). 

Households with budget plans for utilities can use those amounts to show average cost; those 

without will have utilities credited based on the most recent County Utility Schedule. Utility 

allowances will be granted only for those utilities clearly the responsibility of the tenants based 

on the lease. 

Household 

Size 
1 2 3 4 5 6 

50% 

Income 

Limit 

$44,050 $50,350 $56,650 $62,900 $67,950 $73,000 
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Landlords must consent to sign contracts with Westchester County and the housing unit must 

meet minimum Housing Quality Standards as defined by 24 CFR Part 982.401.    

How to Apply: 

Applications will be available on the County Planning Department Housing website on 

September 17, 2020 and will need to be submitted to the County Planning Department by 

October 15, 2020 for participation in a lottery to be held on/about Thursday, October 22, 

2020. Applications received after the October 15, 2020 date will be used to establish a waiting 

list and consideration of these applications will be based on the date and time the applications 

were received after all applications received and included in the lottery have been considered.  

 

Member municipalities of the Westchester Urban County Consortium: 

Ardsley, Bedford, Briarcliff Manor, Buchanan, Cortlandt, Croton-on-Hudson, Dobbs Ferry, 

Elmsford, Greenburgh, Hastings-on-Hudson, Irvington, Lewisboro, Mamaroneck Town 

(outside the Village of Larchmont), Mamaroneck Village, Mount Kisco, North Salem, 

Ossining Town, Ossining Village, Pelham, Pleasantville, Port Chester, Rye Brook, Rye Town, 

Scarsdale, Sleepy Hollow, Tarrytown and Yorktown. 
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